In the lead-up to the July elections, the authorities stepped up pressure against journalists as well. Several international journalists reported physical attacks and intimidation.

REpUBLIc of coNgo
The presidential elections, which led to another seven-year term for Denis Sassou-Nguesso, dominated the headlines in 2009. The opposition boycotted the elections, which excluded the main opposition candidate.
In the lead-up to the July elections, the authorities stepped up pressure against journalists as well. Several international journalists reported physical attacks and intimidation. An online journalist lost his life in a house fire, and his relatives raised the possibility that it was retribution for his work criticizing the authorities-though an official investigation ruled the cause of the fire accidental.
Self-censorship has become such a scourge in the congo that it is devastating the profession. Journalists were so nervous during the election season that no media outlet broadcast a single program about the electoral process; they simply relayed advertisements from government ministries. Nonetheless, politics dominate the headlines, while the media neglect various societal problems such as child mortality, shortages of safe drinking water, poor waste management, electricity outages, and other issues that plague the populace.
The congolese depend primarily on radio for information; access to other forms of media outside the capital is poor. Even pointe-Noire, the second largest city and the country's economic capital, does not have a locally produced newspaper-and few can afford newspapers, in any case. poverty affects journalists, too; salaries are low and working conditions are quite poor. A collective contract, which the media community hopes could improve compensation and job security for journalists, was adopted in 2009, but had not yet been implemented at the time that the MSI panel convened.
Journalists lack appropriate equipment to conduct their work; some journalists at Radio pointe-Noire have not even been exposed to computers. Internet access remains a luxury. In addition to the prohibitive cost, poor connectivity hampers access to the web-even in Brazzaville, the capital and largest city. for now, the Internet is not used as an information source-though online news sources and blogs are emerging, some based in france, that could help spread usage. 
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Near Sustainability (2-3): Country has progressed in meeting multiple objectives, with legal norms, professionalism, and the business environment supportive of independent media. Advances have survived changes in government and have been codified in law and practice. However, more time may be needed to ensure that change is enduring and that increased professionalism and the media business environment are sustainable.
Sustainable (3-4): Country has media that are considered generally professional, free, and sustainable, or to be approaching these objectives. Systems supporting independent media have survived multiple governments, economic fluctuations, and changes in public opinion or social conventions. 
FREE-SPEECH INDICATORS:
> Legal and social protections of free speech exist and are enforced.
> Licensing of broadcast media is fair, competitive, and apolitical.
> Market entry and tax structure for media are fair and comparable to other industries.
> crimes against journalists or media outlets are prosecuted vigorously, but occurrences of such crimes are rare.
> State or public media do not receive preferential legal treatment, and law guarantees editorial independence.
> Libel is a civil law issue; public officials are held to higher standards, and offended parties must prove falsity and malice.
> public information is easily accessible; right of access to information is equally enforced for all media and journalists.
> Media outlets have unrestricted access to information; this is equally enforced for all media and journalists.
> Entry into the journalism profession is free, and government imposes no licensing, restrictions, or special rights for journalists. 
ObJeCTIVe 2: pROfeSSIONAl JOURNAlISm
Republic of Congo Objective Score: 1.31
While the panelists expressed concern over declining standards of quality and objectivity in reporting in the congo, Mackiza said that congolese journalism is still a developing profession. Despite the weaknesses in the media, generally journalists try their best to meet professional standards of quality, he said.
However, many panelists underscored pervasive shortcomings.
Journalists often fail to check all the information they present, and they rarely conduct background research-either for lack of technical and financial resources, because they are pressed for time, or for lack of access to the information sources. gampaka said this is especially true of reporters in the private media. According to Waboutoukanabio, few reporters check their information or ask experts technical or specialized questions. Bissat agreed that pieces are not researched well enough, and noted that the same expressions are repeated constantly.
Itoua said, "The real problem is the fact that journalism seems to be the only profession that anyone can practice, which leads to well-known deficiencies in quality. But in general,
we should point out that there still are good journalists with degrees or on-the-job training."
Adzotsa also attributed the declining standards to the lack of a good quality school of journalism. "The fact that academic programs do not meet the requirements of the trade creates huge discrepancies between training and practice," he said.
However, he also blamed laziness and the impoverished conditions in which many journalists live. "A country where journalists can barely survive and lack the courage to face life's challenges cannot be a real democracy," he concluded.
corruption and political influence affect the quality of reporting as well. Elenga noted that most media and journalists are unofficially part of groups that are close to JoURNALISM MEETS pRofESSIoNAL STANDARDS of QUALITY.
PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISM INDICATORS:
> Reporting is fair, objective, and well sourced.
> Journalists follow recognized and accepted ethical standards.
> Journalists and editors do not practice self-censorship.
> Journalists cover key events and issues.
> pay levels for journalists and other media professionals are sufficiently high to discourage corruption.
> Entertainment programming does not eclipse news and information programming.
> Technical facilities and equipment for gathering, producing, and distributing news are modern and efficient.
> Quality niche reporting and programming exists (investigative, economics/business, local, political). Journalists in the congo are weighed down by self-censorship.
In Elenga's opinion, self-censorship is so rampant that the profession is being destroyed. Self-censorship was evident particularly during the election season; outlets ran advertisements from government ministries, while journalists were largely afraid to cover the positions of other candidates.
gampaka said that field reporters censor their pieces before they are made public, either for fear of losing their jobs (journalists in the public media) or to avoid putting their personal safety at risk (in the private media). In the public media, editors block the coverage of certain events;
for example, opposition meetings and press conferences.
Matondo noted, though, that some events are censored to avoid disturbing public order and compromising safety.
There are certain topics that journalists know they must avoid. for example, Mazandou said that the notorious public hygiene problem in the capital city cannot be covered in the press, particularly the broadcast press, because the problem is the mayor's responsibility and journalists are afraid to criticize the mayor. According to Koumba, the media cover key events only when officials feel the need to gain publicity for good deeds. Adzotsa said that many journalists are preoccupied primarily with sports and small political and cultural affairs. XAf 500 each (slightly more than $1.00).
Television channels broadcast only in the cities. Although it is possible to follow foreign programs on channels such as Euronews, TV5 Monde, and other satellite channels, access varies hugely between the urban and rural areas. Rural populations can receive only the national radio station, which sometimes broadcasts in the national languages;
MULTIpLE NEWS SoURcES pRoVIDE cITIzENS WITH RELIABLE AND oBJEcTIVE NEWS.
PLURALITY OF NEWS SOURCES INDICATORS:
> A plurality of affordable public and private news sources (e.g., print, broadcast, Internet) exists.
> citizens' access to domestic or international media is not restricted.
> State or public media reflect the views of the entire political spectrum, are nonpartisan, and serve the public interest.
> Independent news agencies gather and distribute news for print and broadcast media.
> Independent broadcast media produce their own news programs.
> Transparency of media ownership allows consumers to judge objectivity of news; media ownership is not concentrated in a few conglomerates.
> A broad spectrum of social interests are reflected and represented in the media, including minority-language information sources. and sometimes they can receive RfI. Adzotsa said that the congolese government does not restrict access to foreign sources; those wealthy enough to afford satellite services are free to tune in to all the radio stations and television channels they want.
Although the written press is urban essentially, Mackiza expressed the hope that perhaps the broadcast media, which is just starting to permeate the rural areas, will be able to bridge this gap.
Internet access remains a luxury in the congo. In addition to the cost, access is hampered by extremely bad connectivity furthermore, the public media air very few cultural and educational programs. Ndokadiki said, "There is a dire need of quality programming in the public media."
The only press agency, Agence congolaise d'Information, is not independent, and according to some panelists, it does not fulfill its responsibilities in feeding news to the state-run and private press. No foreign press agencies have bureaus in the congo. gampaka said that journalists tend to copy and paste the news they find on the Internet.
Ndokadiki said that the independent broadcast media rarely produce original content; political activity reports dominate radio and television news, while investigations are non-existent. However, several panelists said that radio stations and television channels produce at least some original content in addition to broadcasting foreign programs. gampaka said that the private broadcast media produce religious shows and other original programs that differ greatly from the state-run programs. The community media try to produce shows that meet local needs, focusing on agriculture, stock breeding, fish farming, etc.
Regarding the transparency of media ownership, the names of owners and managers of the private press outlets are known to the public. It is also thought that owners of the private media have a heavy influence on their outlets.
According to the panelists, most investors are politicians that dictate the editorial policies of their outlets through financial pressure and threats to fire those who do not comply.
Elenga noted that the 2001 press law prohibits multiple media ownership, but in practice, this occurs nonetheless.
for example, DRTV, DRTV force one, and DRTV pointe-Noire all belong to one owner, general N. Dabira. panelists said that they consider foreign investment in the congolese media insignificant.
The congo has no print media outlets in minority languages.
Except for a few independent journalists, broadcast media do not produce shows for congolese minorities, panelists said. Accounting practices in the press leave a lot to be desired.
The media are not known for accurate bookkeeping.
According to gampaka, accountants and marketing and human resources personnel lack suitable training. christine
Matondo pointed out that the media do not want to use real professionals because they would have to pay them.
The financial management of the independent media is ambiguous, as the private media have obscure funding sources and lack a common business plan.
The private media survive off advertising and the selling of special advertising pages, or advertorials, while the public media receive their assigned annual budgets in installments.
International institutions subsidize community media outlets.
Hymboud noted that the 2001 press law prohibits the media from receiving financial aid from foreign sources, and this allows the government to keep media outlets under its control.
The congolese advertising market is underdeveloped.
According to Itoua, the advertising system as an income source, for newspapers in particular, is not well-oiled. There is no advertising agency to work with newspapers or other media; every outlet looks for advertising within a very tight market. christine Matondo said, "given that media enterprises are so weak, the advertising market is also almost non-existent. As a result, the media that boast of their independence often succumb to temptation-for they are not really financially independent."
The bulk of advertisements in the private press are from cellular telephone companies, along with breweries and services including hotels, schools, and cosmetics. Elenga said, however, that these businesses are not necessarily capable of supporting the media efficiently or helping them boost revenue.
According to gampaka, the state-run media are privileged in terms of receiving advertising. As Hymboud asked, what entrepreneur would give advertising to an anti-government outlet, given that the public authorities are the greatest market providers?
The advertising sector is unregulated in the congo.
Advertisements are run informally and commercial airtime is not subject to limits. According to Mazandou, advertisements and commercials consume too much space and airtime.
gampaka said that all broadcast outlets assign timeslots to special advertising programs, at the expense of news, to secure revenue. Mazandou noted that his outlet's television channel feels forced to cram in a lot of commercials during highly rated soap operas to attract more advertisers.
In 2001, the president granted the media sector a one-time subsidy of XAf 300,000,000 (about $607,000). However, the subsidy has not been renewed. gampaka commented that although this subsidy did not influence the production content or the management policies of the media, it was distributed unfairly, based on how various outlets reported government activity. "If subsidies were institutionally implemented, it is expected that they would not be shared fairly; some media would receive less due to their critical stance," gampaka said.
INDEpENDENT MEDIA ARE WELL-MANAgED BUSINESSES, ALLoWINg EDIToRIAL INDEpENDENcE.
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT INDICATORS:
> Media outlets and supporting firms operate as efficient, professional, and profit-generating businesses.
> Media receive revenue from a multitude of sources.
> Advertising agencies and related industries support an advertising market.
> Advertising revenue as a percentage of total revenue is in line with accepted standards at commercial outlets.
> Independent media do not receive government subsidies.
> Market research is used to formulate strategic plans, enhance advertising revenue, and tailor products to the needs and interests of audiences.
> Broadcast ratings and circulation figures are reliably and independently produced.
While some panelists said that private media outlets receive no subsidies whatsoever, christine Matondo said that the private press does benefit occasionally from presidential gifts, Essentially, the congo's few existing media trade associations are neither active nor do they lobby the government. These include some press publishers' associations and related business associations that media owners may be a part of.
In the congo, the main supporting institutions working to uphold the interests of independent media are the professional associations. 
SUPPORTING INSTITUTIONS INDICATORS:
> Trade associations represent the interests of private media owners and provide member services.
> professional associations work to protect journalists' rights.
> Ngos support free speech and independent media.
> Quality journalism degree programs that provide substantial practical experience exist.
> Short-term training and in-service training programs allow journalists to upgrade skills or acquire new skills.
> Sources of newsprint and printing facilities are in private hands, apolitical, and unrestricted.
> channels of media distribution (kiosks, transmitters, Internet) are private, apolitical, and unrestricted. 
